METAMORPHOSES
will ever find wide acceptance here in Italy.
Professor Blank, whom you quoted just now, is
a man with more poetic imagination than science
in his composition. National pride has no need
of the delirium of race."
"That is the best argument against anti-
semitism," said I.
"Antisemitism does not exist in Italy/' answered
Mussolini. "Italians of Jewish birth have shown
themselves good citizens, and they fought bravely
in the war. Many of them occupy leading positions
in the universities, in the army, in the banks.
Quite a number of them are generals; Modena,
the commandant of Sardinia, is a general of the
artillery."
"Nevertheless," I put in, "Italian refugees in
Paris use it as an argument against you that you
have forbidden the admission of Jews to the
Academy,"
"The accusation is absurd. Since my day, there
has been no Jew suitable for admission. Now
Delia Seta is a candidate; a man of great learning,
the leading authority on prehistoric Italy."
"If you are falsely accused in this connection,
you suffer in good company. In Germany there
is a preposterous fable that Bismarck and Goethe
were prejudiced against Jews. Without any justi-
fication, the French speak of a certain anomaly
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